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The Wamindi Update is a monthly newsletter designed to celebrate our mission for God in our 

particular communities, to provide encouragement through news of past events and notices for future 

activities. Contributions are invited for inclusion from each of the congregations, especially with images, 

that promote our missional life. Articles can be emailed to Father David (thompsondm09@gmail.com) or 

addressed to P.O. Box 34, Clare, SA 5453. 

Diary Dates 

Sunday 12th. January  Baptism of Our Lord (White) 

9:00 am Auburn (HC), Balaklava (HC), Clare, Riverton (HC) 

9:30 am Hamley Bridge (Uniting Church) 

11:00am Penwortham (HC), Snowtown (HC) 

Monday 13th January 

7:00 pm Watervale (HC) 

Sunday 19th January Epiphany 2 (Green) 

9:00 am. Auburn (HC), Balaklava (HC), Clare, Riverton  

11:00 am Hamley Bridge (HC), Penwortham (HC), Saddleworth (HC) Yacka 

Thusday 23rd Jamuary  Minstry District meeting 7:30 pm St. John’s, Auburn 

Saturday 25th January  

7: 00 pm Balaklava (HC) 

Sunday 26th January Australia Day (White) 

8:00 am Auburn  

9:00 am Clare (HC), Riverton (HC) 

11:00am Belvidere (HC), Penwortham 

Sunday February 2nd  Presentation of the Lord (White) 

9:00 am Auburn Balaklava (HC), Clare, Riverton (HC) 

11:00 am Hamley Bridge (HC), Penwortham (HC), Yacka 

Monday February 10th  Commissioning of MU Willochra Executive  

10:30 am   Holy Trinity, Riverton 

Saturday February 15th  Healing Spaces...Healing Places   St Barnabas’s Clare  

5:00 pm   Session 1 

6:00 pm   Light Tea 

7:00 pm   Session 2 

Monday February 17th  Holy innocents   Auburn 10:00 am 

Fr. David’s Contact Details   Wakefield House 25 Farrell Flat Road  

Landline: 8842 2835  Mob: 0499899134 (txt preferred)  

PO Box 34 Clare 5453   email: thompsondm09@gmail.com 
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With the Bapstism of Our Lord being celebrated we should remind 

ourselves of our own baptisms, even though we may not have been 

all that old. We remember our birthdays however, perhaps with less 

vigour and gusto as we mature but here is a challenge: Do you 

know when you were baptized and where? We mark children’s and especially 

grandchildren’s baptisms with great intrest but we are less inclined to use our 

own baptisms as a marker for our own spiritual journey. This is more so the 

case if we were baptised as babies or young children. So perhaps you might like 

to find out when your baptism occurred and place on your calendar of events. 

For those of you who use social media, you can add your baptism date to your 

profile timeline. 

 

Christmas Services Roundup 

Many successful Christmas Services were experienced across the district on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

A big thank you with a hearty well done to the St. Michael’s community at 

Bungaree for a splendid Christmas Eve service. It was prepared by the Reverends 

Prue O’Donovan and Joan Reed in consultation with willing organisers including 

Sal and George Hawker. This service has grown in recent times and their 

contributors can be thanked for their vision and commitment. Plans for Easter 

services are already being talked about! 

It was reported that the folk attending Holy Trinity at 

Riverton were each given Christingles, a fruity treat which the 

Reverend Flo Waters had prepared along with a memorable 

story of how they came about. If you want to know more 

about the origin of Christingles, contact the Reverend Flo or 

visit the CHRISTINGLE CELEBRATIONS page on the 

Going4Growth web site (Church of England).  

St Phillip’s at Belvidere heard the 

story of the Nativity through the eyes of a young 

wombat as told by Mem Fox in Wombat Divine. There 

was the added bonus of utilising the new hall during 

fellowship after the service.  

Father David wondered if the Star of Bethlehem had 

returned prior to the late service, as the Planet Venus,  

viewed from the Skilly Hills, hung low and resplendent 

in the western sky above Balaklava. 

Baptism of Our Lord 
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At the Midnight Mass at Christ Church and at St 

Barnabas, early Christmas morning, the Nativity 

scene was given a shake up as the characters were 

rearranged to uncover the risks taken by ordinary 

people but who still said yes to God.  

Christmas I was celebrated with two services; the first at St. 

John’s Memorial Garden at Auburn and the second was a 

combined service at St Barnabas’ Clare. The Auburn Service was conducted by 

the Reverend Gerald Moore which included an Internment of Tom Moore’s ashes, 

Gerald’s brother. Combined service was followed by wonderful fellowship in the 

coolness of the hall over a shared meal. 

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus, was celebrated at St Barnabas’, Clare. It 

was the first non-Sunday service of the year to be held in the district. The local 

congregation gave their support despite the oppressive humidity and participated 

in a meditative style service where the pace of the liturgy is deliberately slowed. 

A new healing ministry is being explored at St Barnabas’ in February with an 

invitation being made to the Clare Community. What we are offering is the time 

and space where people can bring before God those things that are on their 

hearts and minds that hurt, bind or injure them. Through the laying of hands, 

meditations, quiet reflections, readings and sensory activities, we offer people the 

opportunity to journey towards healing through the work of the Spirit. 

The times are 5pm or 7pm and the space is St Barnabas’ 

Church and Hall in Clare. A light tea is available from 

6pm.  

Feel free to stay for part of the time or experience 

the whole sequence; the options are many and 

relaxed. 

Paschal Candles and Transfers (cont’d) 
Taking the Paschal candle, the priest traces a cross on it and marks the 
Greek letters Alpha and Omega and the four numbers of the current year, 
and says:  

Christ yesterday and today, the Beginning and the End, Alpha and 
Omega, all time belongs to him and all the ages. To him be glory and 
power through every age and for ever.   Amen.  

Placing five nails at the extremities and centre of the cross the priest says: 

By his holy and glorious wound may Christ the Lord, guard and keep us. 
Amen.  

The Easter Vigil is usually held on the Saturday night or before sunrise, on 

Easter morning. The above blessing of the Paschal Candle is often used as an 

introduction to the main Easter Day service.  

The Ministry District will soon have a presence on the Internet with a Web site 

and links to Facebook and Google+1. These are currently in design stages and 

hopefully they will appear in the next month. The Wamindi Update will then be 

electronically available for those who are adept at dabbling in these things. We 

are also looking to these people to act as Administrators to these sites so up to 

date information can be posted.  

Christmas Services Roundup (cont’d) 

Healing Spaces...Healing Places 

Social Media and the Ministry District. 
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We extend a warm welcome to the emerging congregation at Saddleworth. Bishop 

John, in consultation with the group, has initiated a six month trial and he will 

conduct two services at St. Aidan’s in May and June. Other clergy and L.L.M.’s 

will provide a variety of services as well. So in your prayers please support these 

people at Saddleworth holding them before God and asking him for wisdom and 

commitment to arise during this time. 

The Mintaro community is considering the opportunity of an Anglican presence in 

the township at St. Peter’s church and they too have some challenges ahead. We 

pray that opportunities for mission amongst the locals and the tourists will be 

seen as a new chapter of ministry. 

A certain, retired member of the clergy, who wishes no fuss to be 

made, is celebrating 55 years of Holy Orders on February 16 at St 

Barnabas’, Clare. We wonder who that might be! We give thanks for 

their dedication and willingness to follow God’s calling for such a 

long time. 

Would all Sacristans, or those people who look after the Altar Supplies, please 

ensure that the Paschal Candle is either replaced or refurbished for the coming 

Easter season. The transfers should  also be replaced or updated with the 

addition of ‘2014’. In addition, 5 ‘nails’ need to be organised too as part of the 

Blessing of the Candle. These can vary from real nails to gold pins or black 

thumb tacks. To explain role of the nails, a part of the Easter Vigil Service is 

included below.  

St Aidan’s, Saddleworth 

Vestry Reminders 

The Vestry Roll can be renewed as early as January 1st so be sure you have 

renominated for the year and be prepared to attend the Annual Vestry for your 

congregation which should be formally announced in the coming weeks if they 

have not already been flagged.  

Although this might seem a little way off, the time rapidly disappears and all of 

a sudden, Ash Wednesday is upon us. The general consensus is for groups to 

use the Grassroots publication ‘Godly Steps’ available at www.grassroots.com but 

the choice remains with each group as to what they would like to engage. Please 

communicate what the plans are for your group, including any ecumenical 

participation that might take place, to Father David. He is willing to come and be 

part of your group excluding Wednesday mornings and Fridays. 

Father David and Jenni are keen to hold a Stations of the 

Cross observance as part of their Lenten discipline. Should 

you wish to join them on this pilgrimage or, even better, 

should your congregation be keen to host the small 

services then let Fr. David know of your wishes. 

This will be a busy day. It is Mothering Sunday for 

starters and it is also the third day of the Ministry 

Weekend at Camp Willochra. This day will also be the 

Dedication of the Hall at Belvidere and the service 

will commence at 10:30am followed by the opening 

of the hall and a pooled fellowship lunch. The 

Reverend Michael Hillier will dedicate the Hall following the main service. The 

facility is certainly an asset to the local congregation and it is hoped a wider 

missional service will be provided from a picturesque part of the district. 

Lenten Study Groups 

Stations of the Cross 

Fifth Sunday in March 

St Peter’s Mintaro 

Secret Squirrels! 

Paschal Candles and Transfers 


