
Sunday  2 December   Sunday 9 December  

9.00am Clare    9.00am Clare  
  Balaklava     Balaklava 
  Riverton     Riverton 
  Auburn     Auburn 
11.00am Hamley Bridge  9.30 am          Hamley Bridge 
  Penwortham     (hospital) 
  Yacka    11.00am    Penwortham  
        Goyder 
      5.00pm     Snowtown 
       

Monday 10 December      

7.00pm Watervale         
 
Sunday  16  December   Sunday  23 December 

9.00am Clare    9.00am Clare 
  Balaklava     Balaklava 
  Riverton     Riverton 
10.30am Auburn     Auburn 
11.00am Hamley Bridge  11.00am Penwortham 
  Penwortham     Belvidere 
  Yacka    5.00pm Watervale 
        Goyder 
Sunday 30 December  Each congregation will arrange its own services 
with local priests or licensed lay minister. No District Service. 

 Wakefield Ministry District 
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Update 
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MARKS OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH No 2: Bishops Priests and Deacons. 

 

From the Ministry District Locum Priest. 
 
A Mark of the Anglican Church is the threefold ordained ministry of Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons.  In the preface to the Book of Common Prayer of 1662 this statement is made 
about the ordained ministers of the church.  “It is evident unto all people diligently read-
ing Holy Scripture and the ancient authors that from the Apostle’s time there have been 
these Orders of Ministers in Christ’s Church, Bishops, Priests and Deacons….And there-
fore that these orders may be continued…” 
Here the Anglican Church leaders  are making a statement that we are not a new church 
but a legitimate continuation of the church that comes down to  us from Jesus Christ and 
the Apostles and one of the proofs is that we have the unbroken line  of ministers from 
that time namely Bishops, Priest and Deacons. 
 We use the English word bishop for the Greek word episcopos or overseer that we find in 
the bible.  These ministers had oversight of regions.  Like our use of the bishop as the 
leader of a diocese. 
The English word priest is used for the word Greek word presbyter or elder that we find in 
the bible.    These ministers seem to have been confined to smaller areas than bishops, 
much like we do now with priest as leaders of parishes and Ministry Districts. 
The English word deacon is used for the Greek word diakonos that we find in the bible.   
These ministers are not used much in the original sense of one who serves others as we 
tend to make this ministry a stepping stone to the priesthood.  Though all bishops and 
priests still retain their original deacon’s ministry and are meant to include care for the 
underprivileged and needy in their ministry.  There is a move these days to call people to 
the specific order of Deacons. 
Then there is the ministry of every Christian, called to Christian vocation by virtue of their 
baptism.  It is in this context that we have the ministry of Licensed Lay Ministers and 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

IN THE DISTRICT 
Christmas Eve 
6.30pm Riverton 
7.00pm     Bungaree 
8.00pm     Belvidere 
 
Christmas Day 
8.00am     Clare 
9.00am     Auburn 
          Balaklavba 

What did 

Adam say on 

Christmas 

night? 

"It's Christ-

mas, Eve". 

 

What did 

santa say to 

his 3 daugh-

ters? 

ho!ho!ho! 

 

What did 

Santa say to 

Mrs. Claus on 

Christmas 

Eve? 

Looks like 

rain, dear. 

What nation-

ality is Santa 

Claus?  

North Polish. 

What do you 

call a cat on 

the beach at 

Christmas-

time?  

Sandy Claus! 

How do 

sheep in 

Mexico say 

Merry Christ-

mas?  

Fleece Navi-

dad! 

 Ministry District News 

*Final service at Tothill 
Creek Church 17 March 
2013: a Ministry District Ser-
vice when the Bishop will 
deconsecrate the building. 
*We are still seeking a Dis-

trict Priest. 
*Investigation continues into 
options for housing the Dis-
trict Priests of the future. 
* 2 February 2013 A training 
day at Clare for ministry in 
nursing homes and with the 
elderly arranged by our 
MDO. Ecumenically friendly. 



Gilbert Valley Interchurch Council Invites 
the community 

to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

9 Lessons & Carols Service 

Riverton Uniting Church 

9th December 7pm 
Kapunda Choir 

& Riverton Catholic Choir  

Shared supper to follow 

other forms of Christian ministry that are licensed rather than ordained.  These 
forms of ministry are in response to specific needs and situations. 
All ministries come from God.  God has a work for every baptised person.  Some 
are called to the historic ordained ministry of bishop, priest and deacon that the 
Anglican Church was careful to continue in its life and work for God. 
A note about titles.  Sometimes we confuse a title like Rector or Canon or Dean or 
Archdeacon with the threefold order of bishop or priest or deacon.  These titles are 
only a way to denote the work of a minister and are not an ordained order.  So the 
Archdeacon may be an ordained priest or the Canon an ordained deacon. 
I close with a prayer that all may have a holy and happy Christmas and be open to 
God’s blessing in our work and ministry in the new year. 

Fr Bart. O’Donovan 

 
News from the congregations 
St John’s Church, Auburn celebrated its 150th birthday on 
Sunday 18 November with a Eucharist celebrated by Bishop 
John, and using the readings for St John’s feast. The service 
used the 2009 Order of Holy Communion from the Anglican 
Liturgy Commission and we can really recommend it for an 
evangelistic service. 62 people attended, mostly parishioners 
from days gone by. One even came from Western Australia for 
the occasion.  Lunch was the feast one would expect on such 
an occasion and people enjoyed meeting up again, looking at 
Gerald Moore’s history exhibition, and buying the history book 

published on the occasion. (Sterling Service $15.00.) 

During the service the Bishop dedicated the two newly in-
stalled stained glass windows. The Emanuel Window’s instal-
lation was paid for by the Jones’ sisters and the Moore family, 
as it was in memory of a member of the Jones pioneer family 
of the district. The other window is The Good Shepherd is 
known as The Frost Window, the Frosts also being a pioneer 
family, from which the late Bruce Frost was descended. Mem-
bers of both families were present to see the next chapter in the 
stories of these windows first installed in the Church of Immanuel, Manoora in 
1905 and then in St Edmund’s Booborowie in the 1960s. They look splendid,  
thanks to the restoration and installation by Paul Wilson and his colleagues from 

Burra. 

Monday 19th was a sad occasion for St John’s as Gerald Moore (with Fr Bart 
O’Donovan) officiated at the funeral for Wendy Marling, a member of St John’s 
congregation. 160 people attended the service, and church and hall were full.  We 

send our condolences to Tom Marling who is a warden at St John’s. 

Community Candlelight Service of 

 Christmas Carols and Readings              

  at St Mark’s Anglican  Church at Penwortham                                               
on Wednesday 19th December 2012 at 7:30 pm. 

 All are invited and will be made welcome. Followed by supper with drinks 
under  the pines.  Fr Bart and Bishop John will be there. 

##################### 

The Combined Churches of Hamley Bridge invite you to  

Carols on Hamley Oval  

at 7.30pm on 19 December. 

5 December sees the 20
th

 anniversary of the first priesting of women 

in SA. On 5
th

 December 1992  Joan Claring-Bould, Susanna Pain, Sr 

Julian Rees, Susan Straub and Flo Walters were ordained priest in 

St Peter’s Cathedral in Adelaide. Two of those have since served in 

Willochra Diocese. The first woman ordained priest in Willochra was 

Lettie Allen, who came from our District. Prue O’Donovan is the 

first woman archdeacon in our diocese. At present there are 13 

women priests licensed in the Diocese of Willochra, including Joan 

Reed from Clare. I think that is over 40% of all clergy. Happy 20th 

anniversary Flo!  Thank God for the ordination of women.  

Sunday 
 9 December 

Ecumenical 

Carols  
in the Park  
in Federation 

Park  
Auburn  

at 9.00am 


